
Fundamentals of Discovering a Prospective Terrorist
Checklist

Look for:

Young (17 35 years)
Yes No

Young (17‐35 years)
Loitering
• Repeat appearance in same vicinity
Nervous
Measuring distancesMeasuring distances
Avoiding law enforcement
No apparent reason for being around a site
Asking security related questions
Taking notesg
Cell phone picture‐taking
Videoing/taking pictures of unusual places
• Gates
• Entry ramps
• Bridges
• Personnel manning access points
• Barriers
Driving rental car

Disclaimer:  This is not current Army policy or doctrine. Examine and 
use information herein as appropriate to supplement your Antiterrorism 
Program.  Apply according to mission, environment, and policy



Fundamentals of Discovering a Prospective Terrorist

Terrorist do not provide warning
Terrorist normally recon objective before selecting or 
attackingattacking
• Watch for note taking, loitering, security‐related 

questions
• Photographing entry control points, barriers, off‐

rampsramps
• Video while driving when parking is available
Awareness is a powerful weapon
• Knowledge terrorist techniques & methods can 

help prevent an attackp p
Random antiterrorism measures (RAM) make  life 
difficult for prospective terrorist
• Static defenses increase friendly risk; make 

constant adjustments to avoid this
• Be creative, “highly visible and unpredictable”
Assessments sustain active improvements in 
defensive posture
Build PIR to guide collection efforts
Include terrorist considerations into IPB
Maintain solid link with nearby US facilities and 
civilian law enforcement

Disclaimer:  This is not current Army policy or doctrine. Examine and 
use information herein as appropriate to supplement your Antiterrorism 
Program.  Apply according to mission, environment, and policy


